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your gracious mynd and assent, to whom your grace grantyd your letters under your grete scale directed as wel to all your subjects as to all other crestyn princes and theyr subjects for the furtherance of the same; and for the same viage your seyd orator reteynyd in his service John Ravyn to be purser of a shypp callyd the barbara; which seyd ravyn, contrarye to the trust that he was put in and contrarye to all trewthe, deseyved your seyd orator causyd and compelyd him to gyffup his viage to his gret losse; and furthermore after that your seyd orator had thus by compulsyon gyffyn up his viage, the seyd ravyn cam to the seyd shypp at falmouth and ther he and dyvers of the false mareners, that is to say Edward taylor, John brian, hunfrey dyke, servants to the seid Ravyn, with many mo of the lyke felons and robbers, put out of the seyd shipp one Richard Walker that was servant and factor to your seyd orator and there spoyled and toke away the goodes of the seyd orator beying in the sayd shypp, that ys to sey, fyne white flowre and bay salt, with certeyn pakks of frysis and canvas, and cofers of silks and tukes and other mercery ware, with divers other goodes and howsold stuff, as fedyr bedes, napery, pannes, pottes, and dyvers other wares, as salt hiddes, tallow and other thynges, as shall appere by percelles; which goodes amount to ye some off C pounds and above, whereof your seyd orator had nei(ther) rekonyng nor recompence unto this day to ye valew of one peny.
And now so it is that the seyd ravyn with many other of the seyd malefactors be now abydyng within the cyte of london, pleasyth it your gracious hyghnes, the premissis tenderly consideryd, as to send one of your ofrycers of the seriauntes of armes, or some other ofiycer of yours, to attach the seyd personnes to appere before your grace and your honorable counsell and there to make answere of theyr misdemeanours and robbery and to fynd suerti to make recompence to your orator of all that your grace or ' your honorable counsell shall there by ye law resonably adiugge. As your seyd orator shal dayly pray for the prosperous estate of your gracious hyghnes.
The answer of John Ravyn to the bill of complaynt of John RastelL
The saide John Ravyn seyth that the saide bill is untrue, uncerteyn, and unsufficient to be answered to, and feyned of malice to thentent to put the saide John Ravyn to expences and trouble, and the matter therin conteyned matter clerly determynable, parti at the comyn lawe, and parte before thadmyrall of the See and not in this honourable Courte, wheranto he preyth to be remytted. And thadvauntage therof to hym savid if he be compelled to make ferther answer to the saide insufficient bill.